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Colombian gun-boats were informed by signal that the revo-
lution had been effected, it being supposed that they would
acquiesce in it. Two of them did, but the commanding
officer of the third sent official word to the chief of police
that unless the imprisoned Colombian officers were set at
Ifberty within two hours he would shell the city. At the
expiration of that time he fired two shells, one of which
killed a Chinaman on the street near the barracks, but when
fire was opened upon the vessel from the fortifications she
steamed away, never to return.

On the following morning the two remaining gun-boats
ran up the flag of the new Panama Bepublic. With the ex-
ception of the Chinaman's death the revolution was blood-
less.

The formal declaration of independence was made on
November 4, 1903. The municipal council of the city of
Panama met and after a free discussion voted unanimously
in favor of separation from Colombia and the creation of
the free and independent Republic of Panama. Pending the
formation of the new republic, the direction of affairs was
placed in the hands of three men, who later, with eleven
others, constituted the Committee of Provisional Govern-
ment At 3 p. M. on the same day a formal declaration of
independence was read at a mass-meeting in Cathedral
Plaza.

Generals Amaya and Tovar, with their associates, were
released on November 5,1903, on pledge of leaving the Isth-
mus as soon as possible. They were given a military escort
to Colon, but arrived there too late to sail with Colonel
Torres and the Colombian troops on board the Eoyal Mail
steamer Orinoco, but they took passage for Cartagena on
November 12,1903.

The Dixie, with a force of about four hundred men, en-
tered the harbor of Colon at 7 P. M. in the evening of No-
vember 5, just as the Orinoco was sailing away. On the fol-
lowing morning the Atlanta arrived, bringing the combined
American force at Colon up to about one thousand men.
The Maine arrived a few days later. The Boston arrived